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. Abilities and Power of Reaſoning; and the 


A ſhort VIEW of ſome of .| 
the moſt notorious Incon- © | 
ſiſtencies, Abſurdities, and 
_ Contradittions, &c. 


PF Incon/tencies, Abſurdities and 
Contradictions conſtitute a pro- 
per Defence of Chriſtianity, it 
maſt be confeſs'd you have faid 
much in Support of it; and 
the Author of a late Pamphlet, 


_ entituled, A Demonſtration of the Inſufficiency 


both of Reaſon and Revelation in Matters of 


Religion, has evidently prov'd, you may 


juſtly claim the Merit of being one of its 
principal Advocates. 5 


The Remarks contain'd in that Per form- 


ance, on your 1 Truth and Excel. 


lency of the Chriſtian Revelation defended, has, | | 


| I believe, given both yourſelf and the Py 


lick, a compleat Idea of your extraordinary. - 
re- - 


* 
© . P 
„ * ; . 
f bs 


EY ö 


fore the following Obſervations may be cen- 
ſur'd impertinent and unneceſſary, as meant 
only to finiſh a Work which was before com- 
EF - pleated. Lis true, that Author has ſuffict- 
ently eſtabliſn'd your Character, as a Rea- 
- ſoner or Philoſopher, and effectually prevent- 
ed all Miſtakes concerning it; yet I thought 
it not improper to- illuſtrate what be has 
prop d, and by a greater Variety of Inſtances _ 
5 4 ſtrengthen the Demonſtration (if that be 
poſſible) of the Unyſefulneſs, Falſbobd, and 
dont of Excellency, in what you call, a DE- 
FENSs E of the Chriſhan Revelation. 

I entirely join with you in Sentiment, 
when you ſay, that Chriſtianity is often 
3 , e for no other Reaſon, but be- 
& © cauſe it has been miſrepreſented; and that 
it is a melancholy Reflectioti to think, that 
* Chriſhans ſhould furniſh Infidels with the 
s ehoiceft Weapons to attack their own Cauſe.” 
But Lam forry you did not properly apply 
this melancholy Reflection, ſince it wou'd 
have fav'd me the Labour of the following 
Kemarks; which are not meant to condemn 
Chriſtianity, becauſe you have miſrepreſented 
itz; but by expoſing your Miſrepreſentation, 
- to purify and exalt Chriſtamity. yx. 
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If I were to draw out a compleat Liſt of 
All the Errors and falſe Reaſonings contain d 
in your elaborate Performance, it would 
- - oblige me to become as voluminous as your 
IF, a Tak, for which T have neither fei. 


ſure nor Inclination; therefore ſhall only la 
before you ſuch an Epitome of them, as may 
be ſufficient to give both you and the Reader 
a clear Idea of the whole. | ej 


lou begin (and I commend you for it) in 
the uſual Strain of your Brother Writers, to 
prove the Uſefulneſs of the Chriltian Revela- 
tion, by depretiating the Power of Reaſon, and 
ſhewing that the Law of Nature was loſt: to 
Mankind; and yet you confeſs we can judge 
concerning the Truth or Falſhood of a Re- 
velation, only by its Conformity to, or Diſa- 
| greement with the Law of Nature; and after 
a few mmudicious, puerile Obſervations con- 
cerning the State of the World, their De- 
pravity, deplorable Condition, and want of 
2 Revelation, you paſs on ſpeedily to the fol- 
lowing Contradictions. on . 


© Page 22. ce And now in 
« ſuch an univerſal Dege- 


te .neracy, when Mankind 
«© were abandoned to the 


e groſſeſt Idolatry, and ſwal- 
e lowed up in Ignorance and 


« Superſtitson, and had 
r ſcarce any Remains of the 
ee true Law of Nature; when 
« the Powers of Reaſon and 


„ Philoſophy were either not 
<© employed to reſtore them 
to their ofiginal State, or 


ce aſter they had done their 


« utmoſt, were found to be 


ineffectual. 


Page 5. Reaſon is the 
ce wltimate Rule in all our re- 


* ligious- Enquirers; a Rule 
by which Revelation it(elt 


« muſt be judged: + > | 


Page 4+ The Facul- 
, © ty of | Reaſon which 


„ God hath implanted” in 


| « Mankind, however it May. LY 
2 have been neglected and 
e abuſed in Times paſt, will, 
« whenever they begin to ex» 
< erciſe it aright, enable them 


*«« to judge ot theſe things. 
Page 50. Miracles alone 


are no Proof ot the Truth; 


- « and 


ue nh N 7 4 7 9 + : . . 
| 4 0 . 
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ee and Divinity of any Re- 
« velation; but as it atteſts a 
« wiſe and holy Doctrine 

e worthy of God, &c. 


| What a notorious Contradiction is this? 
= You: firſt ſuppoſe Men unable to know their 
Duty from Reaſon, and then refer them to 
* Reaſon, as the ultimate Rule in all their re- 
ligious Enquiries. © The Powers of Reaſon 
and Philoſophy were found ineffeQual to 
point out the true Law of Nature,” yet. 
we muſt compare a Revelation with the 
Law. of Nature, to judge concerning its 
Truth and Divinity. This muſt be allowed 5 
to be very candid and conſiſtenntn. 
Page 33. Speaking of Revelation, and en- 
- deavouring to prove its Uſefulneſs, You fay, 
** Beſides, when God ſpeaks to all Mankind, 
| and bis Words miraculouſly: convey the ſame 
| © Ideas to all, this is giving them an cru 
© Knowledge of their Duty; whereas in the 
| © other Caſe (i. e. Reaſon) there is at moſt 
only a Capacity to diſcover it.” This is 
a Sentiment in which I ſo heartily 


* 


cc 
join with 
you, that I can hardly prevail on myſelf to 
they the Abſurdity of it as it ſtands related 
to the other Parts of your moſt exquiſite Per- 
formapce: But I can't help obſerving, that 
it would have been proper for you to have 
conſidered, that God has not thought fit to 
communicate his Will to Mankind in this 
E manner; and that if this be the ae e FEE" 
eo eve, 


| 
7 
$1 
+? 
14 
#1 
i 
; 
j 


n 
Revelation is uſeful, true and excellent, it 
ſhould ſeem to follow, (though God forbid I 
ſhould ſay it really does) that what we call 


Speaking of I mpoſture, vou ſay, 


Page ʒ 2. That asinviſ- Page 144. It can't be 
ce ble Beings, ſuperior in Power. © imagined that the perfectly 
ce to Mankind, may perform *© wiſe and rigbteous Go- 

« REAL Miracles, and ſuch * vernor of the World would 
ee as are of the moſt aſtoniſh- * ſuffer an Impoſtor to pro- 


A 


Revelation is neither fe ful, true, nor excellent. 


« ing and ſtupendous kind, we 
cc are not-ſure but that God 
« may, for wiſe Reaſons 


« permit this, &c. 


— 


« duce ſuch ſtrong Ctedentia 
of a divine Authority; Cre- 


ce dentials, which as they ap- 


e peared in conſequence of 


« an Appeal to bim, muſt 


be looked upon as his n 


Teſtimony, GC. 


How you can reconcile what is here ad- 


vanced, with the Character of a Being whom 
you allow to be 1nvariable, and never con- 


tradicts himſelf, I know not; and whether 


it could be conſiſtent with God's Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, to permit Impoſiure when you wrote - 


your 52d Page, and inconſiſtent when you 
came to the 144th, I leave the Reader to de- 


1 a . 79 


- 


5 2P age 44. You affirm, £9 That God may 
“permit falſe Miracles, becauſe he has given 
Men Power to avoid being ſeduced by 


Reaſon, (for ſo 


* 
7 


© them.” If then the 7 
you wiſely ſtate it) why | 
falſe Miracles, is, becauſe: he has given Men 

A 11 


— 
to 


od may permit 


Power 


£8] 


$ power to avoid Pra ſeduced by chem; i It fol- 


lows, that if Men have not Power 70 avoid 


being ſeduced by them, then God may not per- 
mit Falſe e and that all Men have not 


this Power is evident, as well from that ſa- 
cred Book which you have ſo groſly mifre- 


| preſented, as from many other Accounts — 
the State of the World. f 


It may be thought unneceſſary for me to 


take any Notice of the IId. Chapter, in which 
you have endeavour'd to vindicate the Con- 


duct of Providence, in not making the Chri- 
ſtian Revelation univerſal; ſince with reſpect 
to the chief Arguments there advanced, he 
thinking part of Mankind has already re- 


* ceived full Satisfaction; yet I ſhall beg leave 
to point out ſome Particulars, which * tis pro- 


per ſhould not eſcape unremarked. 

Lou attempt three Ways to vindicate Pro- 
vidence, in not making the Chriſtian Revela- | 
tion univerſal; which may be reduced to ? the 5 
n Heads. 


4 
1 0 ö 5 


1 ff, You ay, 6 That it is nöt apple 


* neceſſary, in the nature of the thing itſelf, 


| « to enable Men, as Men, to know and pra- 
« ctiſe their Duty : " becauſe God 0 8 no- 
2 7 Wing of his Creatures, but what he 15 


given them a Capacity to perform.” 


adh. 0 That che F . of 
« + Mankind, was no Reaſon why God ſhould | 


« 
E325 
9 ET % 
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The oblig d to 8 ry Revelation to 
I 2 any, — conſequently, there can be no Re- 
5 fon WAY: he RUG, co ommunitate ĩt to all.” } 


"26h, « That Po ſame ea which a <q 
A oblige God to, preſerve an Equality, win 
Lebe! to a Revelation, 1% 1 equally, * 

2 oblig e him to preſerve the ſa me Equality . 

in the natural Order of Things.” 4 

= N us * 72 tereibleConfogimnels with F? 

> tl from this Strain of Reaſoning . ber ; 


"Se oY . why, . Chriſtian Revela- 1 

zien ſhould not be;univerſal, you ſay, B. 66 

ee infinitely 5 Governor of che W d 

„ requiring nothing of his. Creatures, | but 

e what he has given them a Capacity ta per- 

14 form; the natural Conſequence of which 

<; 18, that every Man does his Daty, and an- 

e ſwers the End of. his. particular Station in 

q which he is -plac'd;, who acts up to the 

© Lig ht and Advantages he eee | 

. they be. From which 15 may 

| very naturally conclyded, thatal the zeligi- 4 

cus Cut- t hroate, Piteb. barrel Men, and. De. 4 

ſtroyers of the World for. Conſcience. fake, 

| did their Daty, becauſe they ee the 

. Light and Adv Vantages: "they enjoy dz w 

1 you a Eps ſuppoſe they :did,.-unlcſs fin Me . 

13 Words) © you __ be 8 uncharital " 
3 Ad to condemn all. th 5 e. gs 


1 


| 4 | 
1 
[ 
| * 


= 


"Tel 


« and ſuperſtitions People that ever lived in 
i the World, as wilful Perverters of the Light 
4. F Renſon;” a Behaviour you cenſure very 
everely in others. Strange | that ſuch dire- 
1 Effects ſhould conſfitute our Duty to a 

| ſv and univerſally benevolent Being; yet 

this is the fatal ee! of 1 5 

bound * 


20%. In orc der to prove 1 PO 1 e 
ond tion of Mank ind was no Reaſon why 
God ſhovid give them a Revelation, 
fy , Page 3 lt does not follow, becaule 
Nen are funk fo” Tow as to be a very little 
& above” Brutes, fo that it may juſtlx be 
ieſhoned whether they deſerve the Cha- 
bs acters of Moral ite or not, which, 
may be owing WET to the unhappy Cir- 
* enmſtances in which Providence has placed 
them, than to any wilfol Fault of their 


ary own, that God is obliged to rectif/ theſe 


* Diforders by a Revelation” ; and yet you 
allow that the Hepler die Condition of Man- 
kind wir the Resſon why God did give 4 Re- 
 velatipn z tho” it was no Reaſon why he was 
obliged to give it. Hut that whatſoever God 
does he is under an OH ation to do, the in- 
nous Author of the Demonſtration, & c. 
as, I preſume, A demonſtrated, 
even to yourſelf; as like wiſe on pour Pri nel. 
les, that God was 4 Ned to m te his Reve- 
OS univerfal; for 11 * you aſſert) — 
x: only 


” 


* 


; only Neaſon why God was not obliged to give 


- 


5 give it to any; then he ſays, (and ſays truly) 1 


it follows, that if he was obliged to give it 


to any, he was obliged to give it to af; and 


that he was obliged to give it to ſome, he has 
proved, upon your own Principles; beyond 


* nied, that when the World 15over-run with 
** Ignorance and Super ſtition, a Revelations ex» 


* tremely deſirable, and might be highly rſefil; i 


yet this is no Argument at all, that God is 
** necefſarily obliged to communicate it, tho? it 
be a Reaſon why he may.” But whatever 
fuch a Being, (who always acts according to 
he Reaſon and Fitneſs of Things) may do, be 
wt do; for God can do nothing but what is 
reaſonable and fit for him to do, as-a- wiſe 
and good Being; and what is reaſonable and 


ture is neceſſarily obliged to act according to 


the Reaſon and Fitneſs of Things. Thus it fol- 
los from the moral Neceſſity of God's Nature 
tho not from his phyſical, Power of Action, 


But Page 93. You affirm, that God's a. 
fording a Revelation was entirely ex-gratia, 
That it was a matter of pure Favour, "in 

. "Ra. «© 


it to all, is becauſe he was not obliged. to 


fit for him to do, he miſt do, as an inſinitely a 
wiſe and good Being; who from his own Nas 


15 
1 
i » 
= 
: * 
; 


WED | 1 


a 1 or! was not 0 111 it was e 3 
ſonable. then God muſt afford it, as a Being, 
1 who, if he ſupports his Character of Wiſdom 


and Goodneſs, neceſſarily acts according to 
the Reaſon of things; if it was not rea ſona- 
ble, then he could not afford it, debe he 
cannot act unreaſonably. 
In juſtifying God's Gosdddeßb! in not wiring 
| bis: Revelation univerſal; by the Inequality 
amongſt Mankind in the natural Order of 
Things, you ſay, Page 75: © If it be urged 
* * further, that a Revelation vouchſafed only 
to ſome Parts of the World, implies that 
the great Creator has not afforded to all 
c his rational Creatures of the fame Rank; 
© equal Advantages for obtaining that Hap- 
pineſs their reaſonable Nature is capable 
Leo; which is inconſiſtent with his impar- 


* 
K 
= 


« tial Juſtice and univerſal Goodneſs: lan- 


ee wer, why then has he not done it in the 
e eſtabliſn d Diſpoſition and Order of 


Things.“ Here one who practiſed the 


Sudtilties of Reaſoning. and was willing to 


take an Advantage of: the Weakneſs of his 
Adverſary. would anſwer, True. Sir; why 
not? and e _— you; that inſtead of 
BA. : .... 7 anſwering 


. 


5 4 
nn. * * 
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anſwering the Objection, you confirm it; 
and only endeavour to juſtify one Inequality 
by another; but this is not my Anſwer, ' 
which is more obvious. There is a wide 


% 
* 


Difference between the Happineſs of Men, 
_ ariſing from natural Providence, and this 


Happineſs which you contend for, refulting 


from Revelation: The Happineſs of Men in 


general does not ariſe from the Degree of 
their Capacities, or Circumſtances, but from 


their acting right in thoſe Circumſtances or Cas 
pacities; from whence it follows, if we are 
Agents. Men make themſelves happy; but in 


the Caſe of Revelation, ti God makes them 
happy by his immediate Agency. 7/308 


5 7 


But, Page 76. you tell us,“ this Diffe- 


* rence of natural Capacities is the expreſs 
Will of the great Creator, and entirely 
«owing to him; and this Variety of Cir-: 
** curnſtances, and the Influence it has upon 


Opinions and Practices, reſults from the 


original Conſtitution of Things, that was 


*-at firſt ſettled by his Wiſdom and Power, 


* and conſequently was foreſeen and deſign'd 
© by him.” Whether you meant this as an 


Eulogium on that Being, whom the Author 
of the Demonſtration truly fays, you have 
treated in a manner entirely new, [ won't de- 


termine: But I ſhould have been apt to con- 


_ © clude, if any body but fo pious and good a 
Man as Mr. Fofter had affirm'd, that Ge 
1 een, 


& 
* * I Th 5 
1 - * 3 7 
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* 7 85 
duleſign d all the Conſequences that reſult from 
ee of Opinions, which 2 0 gr 
Baue been the Cauſe of more Confuſion, Ni- 
er and Deſolation, than all other Ille that 
ever infeſted human Nature; he did not in- 
tend by that to magnify or extol the Author 
of Nature, or to raiſe our Ideas of his infi- 
nite Wifdom and Goodneſs; nor could any, 
who were leſs expert m reconciling Contra- 
 gdigians and Abſurdities to their own Mind 
than yourſelf, have imagin'd fuch a Behavi- 
our conſiſtent, with thoſe Attributes. 


.. In farther Defence of the Partiality of a 
© > Revelation, and Difference in Religion, (in 
© Oppoſition to a former Obſervation concern- 
ing 2 miraculous Conveyance of the fame 
Meas to all Men) you fay, Page 78. That 


4 
* 
„ 5 
* : 


KY 


_< ly Inequality, is. neceſſary to ſhew the 
great Extent. of the divine Goodneſs; fo 
* you. fee no Reaſon. why we may not ſay 
£c e 7 0 . "ek 
the ſame in Vindication of different Reh- 


CC 


x * 4 


ings of the ſame Species, with regard to 
Kevelation, /nce the Wiſdom and greater 
G cadne fs o God may, for any thing we can 
1 prove to the contrary, be as much diſplay'd 
in a Variety, and-conſequently. an Inequality 
among Beings of the ſame'Species.” If you 
had expreſs'd yourſelf clearly in this place, 
it would run thus: Since the Wiſdom and 


as a Variety of Creatures, and conſequent- 


gions, and Inequality made between Be- 


”" 


greater Goodneſs of God may, for any thinp 
we can prove to the contrary, be as much dif- 
play'd in a Variety of dg, as well thoſe 
that are, deſtructive of all human Hap meſs, 
Virtue, and ſocial Affection, as that which is 
genuine, true Religion, and points out the right IJ 
Way in which God' is to be 3 ed, and 
what is the real Duty of Mankind to each 
other: Or, in other Words; It may, for ang 
thing we can prove to the contrary, be as . 
greeable to the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of Gol, 
to ſuffer the greateſt Part of | Mankind to re- 
main in total Ignorance of true Religion and 
Morality, and to believe that Religion conſiſts 
in Cruelty, and torturing the reſt 45 Mankind, 
as that they ſhould know and practiſe true Re- 
tigion. This, I believe, is the Subſtance of 
your Meaning; and which, if true, ts, 1 
confeſs, a ſtrong Argument againſt thoſe, who 
1 that a Revelation from God ought to be 
anverſak eee Ds COW OnRInY 


But, Page 78. © If any ſhould enquire 
«« farther, what the particular Reaſons were, 
* which inclin'd the divine Being to grant a 
* Revelation to ſome Parts of the World, 
* excluſive of others; you chuſe rather to 
*" confeſs your Ignorance of what you do not 
* underſtand, than to pretend to be able th 
« aflign them.“ A very modeſt Confeſſion 
truly: But methinks tis ſomewhat ſtrange,” 
that you, who in Page 76, and 79. were fo 

5 5 intimatelßx 
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2 intimately acquainted with God" 8 Deſigns/ 
mould now be entirely ignorant of the par- 
ticular Reaſons and Motives of this Part of his 
Conduct. Lou juſt before told us, that the 
Nes ſon which inclin d God to make his Reve- 
lation partial, was to ſbew the greater Extent 

of the divine Goodneſs: I preſume here, Sir, 

ou intended to take Advantage of the old 

. Proverb, to recommend the Strength of 
your. judgment by the Weakneſs of your 
Memory; but I think it is not altogether ſo 
0 pul lofophical, to forget yourſelf in the ſame 


: 
* 


Page 81. you tell us, God is equally de- 
*'firous that all Men ſhould obtain that Hap - 
* pineſs which is ſuitable. to their particu- 
lar Stations, Capacities, and Circumſtances.” 
And yet you allow that we enjoy a ſuperior 
Advantage and Happineſs, by having a Re- 
velation, to thoſe who have it not; not- 
Withſtanding the ſame Advantage and Hap- 
pineſs, for ought appears to the contrary, are 
equally ſuitable; to their particular Stations, 
| Capacities, and Circumſtances, So that from 
Four uncautious, injudicious manner of rea- 

ſoning, it follows, that God is not equally 
1 defirous | that all Men ſbou d obtain that Hap-" 
Dine ſe, which is ſuitable to their particular 
rations, Capacities, and Circumſtances; and 
- conſequently, that the Reaſon why the divine; 
Revelation 1s nor univerſal, is not becauſe, it 
r F Would 
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NO 3 73 EY 15 8 to bor very 
much at Variance with, Lerch other. 
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Page 73. You fay, © The Page 84. e Vo nge fe 
_<© preſent Conſtitution ' of A Revelation mige be 
Things is, upon the © equally uſeful to all, 
_ <©: whole, wiſe and good; | tho? it be not granted to all. 
conſequently God does „„ e 


whatever is good for tjñů e ein 
Whole. c IN 2 


How can the. oi: e 'of 
things, be upon the whole wiſe and good. 
when God has not made that Revelation uni- 
verſal, which you now allow, in contradi- 
Ction to what you had affirmed before, in 


Page 81. would BY Ae WW W and ood | 
or: the whole. 10 


# 


4 


Gol, Thy ou) does 2 a TEE or. 
m the ti you 8 een for 


Te Univerſality of Revelation would be good 
for the Whole: 

F + 8 God bas not made e ate. > 

e either God does not whatever it 

' $006, for the Whole, or elſe the Univerſa+: 


- Jity of Nevel arion, would not * E 
21 ek load XS een denen a 
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that End, 1 leave your ſelf to eonfider, and 
dhe Reader to determine ; however it may 
not be altogether improper for you to reflect, 
chat while you are endeavouring (upon the 
Prinèeipbes n of Reaſon,) to juſtify a 
| Revelation's not being Univerfel, 


tr 18 Ti 
gs 59.4; Rr 07 


The Premiſes ah aloe d. wy the Oni 
eth! think is truly inferr'd : If it is by 
ſuch Arguments as theſe, (which draw after 
them Conſequences deſtructive of your whole 
Stem, ) you would approve your ſelf a Pa- 


rx — 


\tron of Chriſtianity; Jam of Opinion it can 


boaſt no great Advantage from ſuch a Parro- 


nage; and however ſuch contradictory Poſi- 
tions may be ſuited to the Compaſs of your 


own Faith, tis certain they are but ill cal- 


culated to affe& the Underſtanding of confi- 
derate Aen. 8 


Thus you have endeavour d to vindicate 
Providence in not making the Chriſtian Re 
velation univerſal ; but how far the Arg 

ments you have ad Van d, are ſubſervient fo 


you are at 
the fame time condemning the Propagation of 


it; for if tis confiſtent ( as you affirm,) wit 
the Infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, 


that the Revelation foould not be Univerſal ; 


all attempts” to make it Univerſal' are 1 


tracickidns to infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 


| and conſequently Folly and Wickednefs.' But 
to ge monſtrate on your own Principles, againſt 


Propagation of dle Chriſtian Revelation, 


ſ 19 1 


thoſe who are Enemies to it might redſon 


thus : Lou allow, Page 79. That God 
<« always acts aecording to the Reaſon and 
Fitneſs of Things; It was therefore eithet 
reaſonable and fit that Revelation ſhould be 
univerſal, or it was not. If it was reaſoha- 
ble and fit, then God as a Being who always 
acts according to the Reafon and Fitneſs of 


Things, would have made it univerſal,” If 
it was not reaſonable and fit, thenall Attempts 


to make it univerſal, are unreaſonable, and 
conſequently contrary to the Mill of God. 


To throw the ſame Argument into another 
Light; God either deſigned the Revelation 
ſhould be univerſal, or he did not: H he 


deſigned it ſhould, ;then it implies a Contta- 
diction to ſuppoſe it not univerſal; becauſe 


- as he is all- powerful, nothing can prevent 
his Deſigns, If he deſigned it ſhould not, 
then all Endeavours to make it univerſal 18 


carrying on a Work contrary to the Deſign 
of God, and conſequently impious and wiel. 
ed. Such might be the Reaſoning of your 


Adverſaries; and how agreeable it is to 


Truth and common Senſe, is eaſily deter- 


mined. How imprudent is it then to attempt 


on the Principles merely of Reaſon, to re- 


concile ſuch ſeeming, Abſurdities and Con- 
V here Faith only ought to be the Refuge, is 


giving the Enemies of the Chriſtian Religiou 


an Opportunity to triumph in Infidelity,” - 
2 2 1 FD CG: | : | and 


TT YL 
and5* furniſhes them with the choiceſt Wea- 
e bons to attach your on Cauſe” which IT 
agree: with you, is a very melancholy 
VV 
C TE DIE A. 
in your IIId. Chapter, You rather preach 
than renſon, and, like a thorough-pac'd Be- 
Uever, reject the Dictates of Reaſon and Phi- 
laſophy, and pay a blind Submiſſion to Au- 
hority; Here, I ſuppoſe, conſidering it was a 
more eaſy Task to amuſe the injudicious un- 
wary Reader, with a parcel of trite plauſible 
Obſervations, than to convince the Under- | 
ſtanding of an impartial Enquirer; and to 
| fopply- the want of Argument with tedious 
Harangue and Repetition, concluding that 
Hrong Aſſertions concerning ' hiſtorical Facts, 
(without any Appearance of Learning, or Rea- 
ding, concerning things of that Nature,) were 
more ſubſervient to your purpoſe, than weak 
Reaſons. Remarks therefore on this part of 
your Book, are entirely needleſs, fince they 
can'only be a Confutation of what already 
has no Argument to ſupport it; but leſt you 
ſhould think it the more perfect, for being 
3 "left'whexpos'd, I ſhall take a curſory View 
J N 
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48 91. In attempting to prove, that the 
Probability of the Fruth of the Chriſtian 
Revelation, is ſuch as ought to determine the 
Aſſent of rational Men, you tell us; A 
Man not only a&s weakly, but runs a2 
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* great Hazard, if he refuſes to be deter- 
„ min'd by Probability; merely becauſe tis 
fpolſible the thing may be otherwiſe; and 
Vill not ſubmit to ſufficient Evidence, be- 
* cauſe he has not greater, than in Caſes of 
* this nature can juſtly be expected.“ Here 
you arè weak enough to ſuppoſe it in a Man's 
ower to give or withold his Aſſent as he 
pleaſes; but the leaſt glimmering of Philo- 
ſophy or common Senſe, had been ſufficient 
to have lighted you ſo far into the Know- 
ledge of human Nature, as to convince you, 
that the Aﬀent of the Mind is paſſive an 
neceſſary, and conſequently, that it can fei- 
ther chuſe nor refuſe to be determin'd by any 
degree of Probability; but muſt ſubmit to 
that Evidence only, which demands or forces 
Aſſent or Conviction. To ſuppoſe a Man runs 
a great or little Hazard, in refuſing to be de- 
termin'd by Probability, or in not ſubmitting 
to (what you weakly ſtile) ſufficient Evi- 
dence is Folly, and ariſes from an immature 
je june Underſtanding, furniſh'd but with 
very few Ideas: Sufficient Evidence, is that 
Evidence only, which is ſufficient to determine 
the Aſſent of the Mind; without which it 
would not be ſufficient; ſo that there is no 
Standard for ſufficient Evidence, but the 
Mind of each individual: No determinate 
Evidence how great ſocver, is ſufficient to 
convince a Man, who does not ſee the force 
of it; and if he does ſee the force of it, he 
3 | ; £3 N. 


| E 22 1 
muſt be convine'd;. and conſequently. ſuffict 
ent Evidence, are relative Terms, and reſpect 


only the ms, to whom the | Evidence 
8, is ſufficient.” 465 end pr ade J. 


bee 94. You tell i us, Let * be ever 
many Pretences to a Revelation, and 
bl « let the ſeveral Pretenders be ever ſo poſitive 
and confident; may there not be a Rule by 
Mv hich it can be judg'd, whether any parti- 
5 « cular Revelation be from God or no? If 
it be wort hy of God, perfective of the 
6 Happineſs of human Nature, and confirm'd 


1 « by; numerous and undeniable Miracles; 


ill not this prove it to be of divine 
6 Authority?” I anſwer, No, it is impoſſible 
if the Doctrine vou advance be true; for firſt 
you. allow that Miracles prove nothing but 

Power, and Page 80, 81. and indeed in al- 
moſt every Page of your IId. Chapter, you 
have made u no — of the Fitneſs and 
| Fuſtice of Gadd ». Bebaviour to Mankind,. nor 
of the Law of Nature: What Criterion 
| therefore have we to judge by, and why 
* ſhould-we be able in one Inſtance any more 
wm MOOT, 0 Ld what f 18 e 


ii 94, 2 97. « The | DiGule (ay 9 is 
I not . the Probability was not great- 
33 to thoſe who were either Contemporaries, 
or e a few Years after ſuch, an- 
* clent 


WS 


we. * 


* cient Hiſtories were wrote; but only 
Whether allowing this, we may not have 
„ ſuch a Degree of Probability, as is ſwuffi- 
« 4tzent to determine our Aﬀent ; a Probabi- 
„ lity that may be depended on, that re- 
„ moves all doubt, and upon which a wiſe 
Man would venture conſiderably: H ſo, 
„this is ſufficient to juſtify our Belief of 
“ Chriſtianity, and acting accordingly.” In 
anſwer to this, it may be obſerv'd firſt, That 
what you ſay is not the Diſpute, is really ap- 
prehended by your Adverſaries to be a very 
material Point; for (ſay they, ) God who 
always acts according to the Reaſon and Fit- 
neſs of things, would never require an equal 
Aſſent to the Truth of his Revelation, without 
affording equal Evidence for it; this is propo? 
fing the ſame End to different Perſons, with- 
out affording them equal Means to attain that 
End; a Behaviour ſeemingly too Arbitrary 
and Pharaob-like, (when he commanded the 
Children of Iſrael to make Brick without 


Straw,) to be conſiſtent with thoſe Attributes 
we aſcribe to the Deity. | But, © allowing 
*(fay you) we have not an equal degree 

of Evidence, with thoſe who were Con- 
© temporaries, Gg. may we not have ſuch a 
„degree of Probability, as is ſufficient to 
determine our Aﬀent ; a Probability that 
“% may be depended on, that removes all 
© 'Doubt,@&c.” ? Iknow not what we may have, 
but that all in Fact have not ſuch a Tofficient - 


Pro- 


Page 98. You ſeem to exult very much in 
the Strength of an old worn-out - ſtale Ar- 
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Probability, if we caſtour Eyes around us, and 
ſee how many there are, whoſe Aſſents are 
not determin d, nor Doubts remov d; and this, 
not becauſe they are obſtinate and will not 
believe, (as ſome whoſe Chriſtianity has very 


much damag'd their Reaſon and Morality 


affirm) but becauſe they have either no 


Evidence at all, or that which they have, 
as it appears to them, is not ſufficient to de- 


termine their Aſſent; for was the Cauſe 
ſufficient, the Effect muſt neceſſarily follow. 


ſy 


ament, which has been confuted about ten- 


Thouſand times. That the fame Reaſons. 
Which induce Men to believe any. other an- 


cient Hiſtory, onght to induce them to the 


IH. Behef of the Chriſtian Revelation. Had 
gay vou) the ſame things been ſaid to 


imvalidate the Authority of Tacitus or 
0 Livy, theſe very Perſons would have made 


3 it the Subject of their Mirth and Ridi- 


* cule. Again Te 99. And I preſume that 


___ the ſame Evidence be produc'd, as paſſes 
L for the Authentickneſs and Credibility of 


* other Books of 4 old 4 Date, it will be 
« allow'd to be ſufficieut.” Here by the ſame 
Evidence that paſſes for the Authentickneſs of 
other Books which are believ'd, you muſt 
mean that Evidence which is ſigſicient to 
determine the Aſſent; therefore eien the! . 
Os | N & Möwe 
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| fame Evidence for the Truth of Revelation, 
FF 28. for theſe Books, is to have an Evidence 
which is ſufficient to determine the Aﬀent : 
But here it may not be altogether 1mproper 
to obſerve, that were the, Works of Tacitus 
or Livy, pretended. to de wrote under the 


| Influence of Inſpiration, or by the Direion 
| of God; and eh join d as a Law and Rule of 
* our Faith and Practice, and contain d Do- 
arines not only inconſiſtent with the Attributes 
of God, but inconſiſtent with, or above Reaſon 
and common Senſe; or were it probable the 
Writers and Propagators of them, might be 4 
_ cery'd by Enthuſiaſm en per firion, or ſway'd 
by the Love of Intereſt and Power; or that 
the Doctrines they taught, or the Miracles 
they were {aid to have wrought, were not 
convey'd to us by proper and ſufficient Fui- 
dence ; or that the Books, they were ſaid to 
| have wrote, were always in the Hands of thoſe 
whoſe Intereſt it had been to deceive and impoſe 
eee of ManBaly"or its fine if We 
had not all the Evidence theſe Writers could 
give, or which might be reaſonably expeBed 
or the Truth of Boi MM Yor; then I will 
venture to pronounce, that. the Works of 
Tacitus or Livy, would (among the thinking 
part of Mankind ) be greatly ſuſpecled, if 
not abſolutely disbeliev*d. But as theſe Books + 
are pretended to be no more than mere buman 
Productions, not enjoyn d us as the Laws of 
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a ſupernatura] Being, abſolutely requiring 


our Aſſent, with Pains and Penalties annex d 
to the Disbelief of them: as the Matter of 
them (except as to ſome few Miracles in 


Livy, which all Men of Senſe laugh at) is 


' agrecable with common Senſe, and the com- 
mon Occurrences of Life 9 and as it cannot 


be-conceiv'd, that either Enthuſiaſm or In- 


| tereſt, could influence the Writers or Propa- 
gators of them; and as we have all the Evi- 
- dence the Authors of them could give, or 
Ve er pect for the Truth of what they relate: 
Theſe are very ſtrong Reaſons to determine 
our Aſſent: and whatever Bock comes attend- 
ed with ſuch Credentials and Signatures of 
Truth, it will as neceſſarily force our Aſſent, 
as that which wants theſe Signatures of its 
Truth and Authentickneſs, will be attended 
With Syſpicions and Doubt. I ſhall forbear to 
make a e plication of this, but hope 
you r ave. ju Senſe .enough to perceive 
: here, what muſt convince. you of the Weakneſs 
of your. ſo mich boaſted Argument; which 


|. yd its Day, but has long ſince been put to 
flight, at the Revival of that Principle, 
( Keaſon,) which you have ſeemingly con- 


o 


tended for, but with de/ignhave endeavour'd 
to wound and ſtab to the Heart. 


Peage 154 and 155. You ſeem to be very 


| angry with thoſe who plead the 3 955 
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Error and Corruption in the Chriſtian Reve- 
lation, as an Argument againſt the Truth of 
it; and, © wonder. they ſhould tire the World 
with ſuch ſtale Objections, which have 
been ſo often conſider d and thoroughly 

* anſ{wer'd.: for afterall, what do the Ob- 


- 2 * 


jections amount to, (ſay you?) Why, to a 
«* poſſibility of Forgery - But nothing of that 
< kind prov'd. A poſlibility.of Corruptionz - 
© but no one material Corruption, Interpolas 
tion or Omiſſion pointed at, which has nos 
been diſcover'd,” By which I preſume you 
mean, no more have been diſcover'd than 
have been diſcover'd; not that there are not 1 
many remain undetected. But I imagine you 
were little apprehenſive, what unwelcome 
_ Conſequences will neceſſarily follow, from 
your allowing the Chriſtian Revelation to be 
liable to Error and Change: By. which, Con- 
geſſion, you unavoidably give up Revelation 
itſelf. For thus will your hardy Adverfaries 
reaſon - God either deſign d we. ſhould haye 
his Revelation, pure and ineorrupt, ot he did | 
not. To ſay he did not, is ; {uppolins God 
deſign d to communicate Error and Fallhg od 
to his Creatures; which is a Contradiction to 
his Attributes: If hedeſign'd we ſhould have 
it pure and incorrupt, then it is equally a 
a Contradiction to ſuppoſe: it liable to Error, 


Bag) 
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e ſhould 


5 C orruption or Change; for that is to ſuppoſe, 
that notwithſtanding, God defign'd w 
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| have his Revelation pure and incorrupt, 
Feet he might either act contrary to his oẽw-n 
| Defights or elſe that ſome other Beings might 
D pervert or oppoſe his Deſigns, as that his 
* Revelation might poſſibly be made erroneous 
or corrupt: Abſfurdities too great to be de- 
ended on the Principles of Reaſon, or be- 

| leved even by the greateſt Voluntiers in 
Faith. Thus by allowing the pofſibility* of 
Error, Corruption and Change in the Chri- 


Man Revelation, your Adverfary wou'd ſay 


ö Ton 8 very uncautiouſly given up Reve- 
| lation ſrſelf. Unlucky Conceſſion! To be ſo 
| micely "ſuited to the Deſtru@ion of that 
| Syſtem you have deen fo well paid for ſo 
TIS. 1 nonmapn., 
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„I hall forbear to tire Yours and the Reader's 
| Fatience any longer, with a particular-Exa- 
|| mination” of all the patios” Pete, Abſur- 
AJities and Childiſm C 4 
our Book; and ſhall only make two ot 
ihres other ſhort Remarks, as Page 199, 200. 
here vou tell us, The Revelation was 


el ro the Cuſtoms: of the Times in which 
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dit was wrote.” By which you muſt mean, 
ot elſe you mean nothing, char ic is not ſuite = 
to the 75 Page 263. Lou tell us, all 
Nen hape a Right to put what Senſes upon 
. yet all Men ſhould = 
b the ſame Senſe” upon Revelation. Page 288. 
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Vou plead for the uſe of poſitive Duties, 4 


having a Tendency to promote: moral Duties, 


Yer Page 316. Tell us, © It is one great | 


lency of the Chriſtian Religion, chat 


its pofitibe Inflitutions are” very few ; fo. 


that from you it follows, that one great EU 
cellency of the Chriſtian Relipion 45, that ir 
has very few Inflitmions that have a Tendency © 


to promote © moral Duties : Such, Sir, is tile 


the Specimens of ygur wondrous Skill and 
JJ 


Thus have I finiſt'd all that I propos, 
which was © by falling on the Confuſien ane 


Strain of your extraordinary Reaſoning, ſuch * 3 


» 


Inconſiſtencies of your Writings,” to en- 
vince both yourſelf and the World, of their 
Unuſefulneſs, Falſhood, and mant of Ereel. 


Leney; and to ſet your philoſophical Chara- 


cter in fuch a Point of Light, as mighthaps I 


| pily prevail on you ro think wich the reſto 


ankind, that you were rather formed for - | 


_ an'#mplicit Believer, than à rational Defender. 


of 


of the Chriftian Religion. And I am fatisfy'd | 
had you as well conſider d, as you have il He> i 


Fuded Revelation, the Words of the Wife 


4 


King Solomon, muſt have made 2a deeper Im- | 


preſſion on your Mind, when he fays, be 
* fimple beliewutb every word, but the priddent | 

Man looketh well to bis going. An Obſer- - 
| vation which properly apply d, would have” i 
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© is impoſſible you ſhould have un 
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been of no dall Advantage to you; 7 
however ſuch Inconſiſtencies, Abſurdities and 
— Contradictions, which grace your Perfor- | 
mance, may be the proper Subjects of your 
oven Faith; they will prove very ineffectual 
Pati n the Conviction of the prudent Man, 
. who looketh well to bis going. It is a Misfor- 
tune to you, that your Confidence has been 
an. over-match for your Prudence; or elſe it 
08 i» 


Work for which you were ſo ill provided; 

but had cautiouſly compar'd the Difficulty of | 
-a rational Defence of the Chriſtian Revela- . 

- tion, with the Degree of your own Abilities; 
59 80 not like the Man in the Parable, begin 
o build a city, but ſit not Feſt 1. 10 6 com- 
84 A the {orci Ae 8 3 3 


your OWN. appear Dot . kn fo 0 , 
"Brie and; excellext, ab you may fondly ima- 
Woe lt way therefore (in your own 

Words) be preſum's Urhat Whatever Works 


3 8 of. this kind you may be engag'd in, they J 


„will not divert you from the more neceſſary 


; . Buſineſs of reviewing upongell proper Oc- 


. 2 Ons what you have already. written; 


and that 1580 re di in ĩt to the Ee 


ad 3 ment 


"Hy 
2-4 


6 
cc 
cc 


N Py 


. 
3 
* 


ce 


Why 
. 


N 


ſelf obliged 3 to fend i it, or elſe in 


Y — * * P F * 4 ** CIP 8 "Io = 4 
P "— . A v'Y ** —_ : 5 PRE _ * 2 9 3 8 in e 
. 9 le 7 * w_ * &- FS. 7 . 3 4 


a Te] * 
ment of the Publick, you will not expect A 
to be believ'd im plicithy- z but think your _ 


i * 


a frank open manner, acknowledge your 

Miſtakes, like an boneft Man, anda ſmeere 

Rover: of Truth. Es. 
Conf der theſe things, and the Lord pive.you 
11 e nt * 


F 4 : 
8 2 5 8 FIG 524 1 4 , 
— — pe - 
CR Rr — X — — 


8 
10 28 
? = 
— 
— —— 


ö 
— — 


—— 
— 


5 * Sy 
2 — ———— 


— 

9 

4 E. bas 4 
— 
— — 


— 


1 


WA | 
OST, 


- 
* 
F] 3 
” - 
2 as. £0 i . 
— — 


- 
* 
2 * 
oo 
2 

5 * 

f n ws, 
— < __—_— 

Os OC DAE AS 


4A if 3 
bn, 
o 
4 FR.” G 


* 9 


8 5 


1 


* 1. LE 2 + 2 * 


£ 


* 
* 


Nr N 
+ \ 


\ 


©: 


5 


iy.” 


I: 


x? 


Nl 


* 


% * . 


* 
1 


WES + 
8 
© 1 


"7. * 5 


. 


+ „ "4 F F 5 
Za a 75 3 þ df © 
1 


1 ; 

A * 
. 
. 


2 5 
o * — * 5 * * x > & 3 A 
z oe dt 5 5 — 


o 


\ 
x 
mY 65 

E 


n 4 
3 


7 4 . . 2 0 by : 7 4 — 
1 6 . 6 « a ., 
| th: * * Sa . 
X | | "14g 2 4 * 5 5 


* * * : # 3 3 % o * = 54 * ih an x 
15 RY l e 1 PR 
3 8 l ; 


* 


„ , 
ahn 


+ 


— — 


5 175 


1 
1 


1 & \ 
FEE 
KA 
7 A 


* 


